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Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs on Issuing
Notice on the Regulations for the Monitoring and Management of the Positions of
Ocean-going Fishing Vessels

Agricultural and Fishery Development Document No. 22 of 2019
To the relevant provincial, autonomous region, and municipal agricultural and rural
affairs departments (bureaus, commissions), Fujian Provincial Ocean and Fisheries
Bureau, fisheries authorities of cities with independent planning status, China Distant
Water Fisheries Association, and all distant water fishing enterprises:

Since the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs issued the "Measures for the
Management of Monitoring the Positions of Distant-Water Fishing Vessels" (Agricultural
Office Fisheries [2014] No. 58) on October 27, 2014, the monitoring of the positions of
distant-water fishing vessels has been gradually improved, playing an important role in
strengthening the management of distant-water fisheries, ensuring the safety of
navigation and operations of distant-water fishing vessels, and strictly implementing the
support policies for distant-water fisheries.

As the international community places increasing emphasis on the protection of
fishery resources and the fight against illegal fishing, relevant regional fisheries
organizations and fishing nations have imposed increasingly stringent requirements on
the management of fishing vessels. To further strengthen the standardized management of
distant-water fisheries, effectively fulfill the obligations of a responsible nation, adapt to
the new changes and requirements in international and domestic fisheries management,
and promote the standardized, orderly, and healthy development of distant-water
fisheries, our Ministry has revised the "Measures for the Management of Monitoring the
Positions of Distant-Water Fishing Vessels" after extensively soliciting opinions from
relevant parties.

The revised "Measures for the Management of Monitoring the Positions of Ocean-
going Fishing Vessels" are hereby issued to you for your compliance.

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs
August 1,2019

Regulations on the Monitoring and Management of the Positions of Ocean-going
Fishing Vessels

Chapter 1 General Provisions
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Article 1 This regulation is formulated in accordance with the Regulations on the
Management of Distant-Water Fisheries in order to strengthen the management of
distant-water fisheries, strictly implement national policies supporting distant-water
fisheries, ensure the safety of navigation and operations of distant-water fishing vessels,
promote the standardized and orderly development of distant-water fisheries, fulfill
relevant international obligations, and adapt to international fisheries management
requirements.

Article 2 Fishing vessels (including fishing auxiliary vessels) that are approved by
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs to engage in distant-water fishing
production shall be equipped with vessel position monitoring equipment and included in
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs' distant-water fishing vessel position
monitoring system (hereinafter referred to as the "vessel position monitoring system"),
and the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs shall implement vessel position
monitoring.

Article 3 Inclusion of ocean-going fishing vessels in the vessel position
monitoring system is a necessary condition for the approval of ocean-going fishery
projects. Vessel position information reporting is an important part of the annual review
of projects. Vessel position data is the main basis for verifying relevant policy subsidies
and supervising the implementation of relevant policies.

Article 4 The vessel position monitoring system shall be managed uniformly by
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, and the China Overseas Fisheries
Association (hereinafter referred to as "Overseas Fisheries Association") shall be
entrusted with technical maintenance, organization and coordination and technical
training to ensure the normal operation of the system.

Article 5 The fisheries authorities of the relevant provinces (autonomous regions,
municipalities) and cities with independent planning status (hereinafter referred to as
"provincial fisheries authorities") shall be responsible for supervising and managing the
monitoring of distant-water fishing vessel positions within their respective administrative
regions, and shall conduct daily monitoring of the positions of distant-water fishing
vessels within their jurisdictions. Municipal and county-level fisheries authorities shall
assist the provincial fisheries authorities in carrying out relevant work on the monitoring
of distant-water fishing vessel positions within their respective jurisdictions. Distant-
water fishing enterprises shall be responsible for the daily monitoring of the positions of
their own distant-water fishing vessels; the legal representative of the enterprise shall be
the primary responsible person, and the enterprise shall assign dedicated personnel to be
responsible for daily monitoring work.

Chapter Two: Installation of Ship Position Monitoring Equipment
Article 6 Ocean-going fishing vessels shall be equipped with vessel position

monitoring equipment compatible with the vessel position monitoring system, and the
vessel position shall be able to be retrieved normally. For ocean-going fishing vessels



whose fishing country explicitly prohibits the installation of vessel position monitoring
equipment, relevant information shall be reported using the installed Automatic
Identification System (AIS).

Article 7 Distant-water fishing enterprises shall independently select monitoring
equipment that meets the requirements of Article 6, based on the reference signal
coverage area, and shall independently complete the procurement, installation, and
network integration of the equipment. After installation, the enterprise shall promptly
report the fishing vessel registration information, including vessel registration
information and vessel position monitoring equipment information, to the Distant-Water
Fisheries Association through the vessel position monitoring system, and apply for
inclusion in the vessel position monitoring system. The fishing vessel registration
information shall be true, accurate, and complete.

Article 8  The Distant Water Fisheries Association shall promptly organize
technical inspections of the vessel position monitoring equipment installed by enterprises,
and notify the applicant enterprises of the inspection results, while simultaneously
reporting to the Fisheries and Fishery Administration Bureau of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Affairs and the provincial fisheries authorities. Fishing vessels
whose vessel position monitoring equipment passes the inspection will be automatically
included in the vessel position monitoring system.

Article 9  No unit or individual may move, damage, or dismantle installed vessel
position monitoring equipment in any way. The China Ocean Fisheries Association
should organize the development of automatic alarm functions to prevent dismantling of
vessel position monitoring equipment. If dismantling is necessary for repair or
replacement of equipment, it must be reported to the China Ocean Fisheries Association.

Article 10  Once a distant-water fishing vessel is included in the vessel position
monitoring system, its registration information shall not be altered arbitrarily. If a change
is necessary, the vessel must submit its nationality certificate, distant-water fishing project
approval notice, and other relevant materials to the Distant-Water Fisheries Association to
amend the vessel's registration information, and report to the Fisheries and Fishery
Administration Bureau of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs and the
provincial fisheries authorities for record-keeping.

Chapter 3 Daily Reporting and Monitoring of Ship Position

Article 11  For ocean-going fishing vessels included in the vessel position
monitoring system, the vessel position monitoring equipment shall automatically report
vessel position information no less than 24 times per day, once per hour, with no less than
18 valid vessel positions reported per day. The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs
and provincial fisheries authorities may retrieve vessel position information as needed for
management. Vessel position information includes: vessel name, vessel geographical
location (latitude and longitude), date and time of the vessel's position at the
aforementioned location, course, and speed.



Article 12 When vessel position monitoring equipment fails to automatically
report vessel position due to force majeure or equipment malfunction, the relevant
enterprise shall promptly contact the China Ocean Fisheries Association and report to the
provincial fisheries authority, taking effective measures to eliminate the equipment
malfunction as soon as possible, but the maximum period shall not exceed 30 days.
During the period of equipment malfunction, the relevant enterprise must report the
vessel position information of the malfunctioning fishing vessel every hour for the 24
hours prior to the malfunction through the vessel position monitoring system daily. If the
equipment malfunction cannot be eliminated or repaired after 30 days, the fishing vessel
shall immediately cease production, return to port to repair the equipment, and then
resume production.

Article 13  For fishing vessels whose vessel position monitoring equipment fails to
automatically report vessel position information, the China Distant Water Fisheries
Association shall promptly notify the enterprise to investigate the cause and repair the
equipment as soon as possible. During the repair period, the relevant enterprise shall
manually report the vessel position daily as required by Article 12.

Article 14 The China Ocean Fisheries Association shall summarize and analyze
the vessel position data received on a daily basis, and report the vessel position
monitoring situation of the previous month to the provincial fisheries authorities and
enterprises before the 15th of each month and the vessel position monitoring situation of
the previous year before January 15th of each year, and send a copy to the Fisheries and
Fishery Administration Bureau of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs.

Chapter 4 Use and Maintenance of Ship Position Monitoring Equipment

Article 15 During the execution of distant-water fishing projects, distant-water
fishing enterprises shall ensure that the vessel position monitoring equipment is in normal
use and is turned on and running normally 24 hours a day, and report the vessel position
information in a timely and accurate manner, and shall not turn off the vessel position
monitoring equipment.

Article 16 The captain shall be directly responsible for the use and management of
the vessel position monitoring equipment of ocean-going fishing vessels. Ocean-going
fishing vessels shall report their position information in a timely and accurate manner,
and shall not alter it in any way, nor shall they intentionally interfere with or damage the
operation of the monitoring equipment.

Article 17. Distant-water fishing enterprises shall equip their fishing vessels with
personnel with relevant technical capabilities, ensure the normal operation of equipment,
and maintain and repair the vessel position monitoring equipment. Vessel position
monitoring equipment that is severely aged or damaged, cannot be used normally, or is
no longer included in the list of approved equipment by the regional fisheries
management organization shall be replaced in a timely manner.



Article 18 The China Association for Distant Water Fisheries shall coordinate with
relevant technical support units to promptly resolve technical problems encountered by
enterprises in vessel position monitoring and ensure the normal operation of the vessel
position monitoring system.

Chapter Five Supervision and Management

Article 19 In order to strengthen the safe production of distant-water fishing
vessels and reduce and avoid illegal and irregular incidents such as fishing beyond the
designated boundaries, the distant-water fisheries association shall continuously improve
the vessel position monitoring system and establish functions such as early warning and
alarm for fishing vessels crossing boundaries.

Article 20 When a distant-water fishing vessel is operating on the high seas, if it
fails to maintain a safe distance from the boundary of the relevant country's Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ) as required by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, the
vessel position monitoring system will issue a boundary crossing warning. The distant-
water fishing association shall promptly notify the relevant provincial fisheries authorities
to urge relevant enterprises to take measures to require their fishing vessels to
immediately leave the warning area and avoid operating beyond the boundary.

Article 21  When a distant-water fishing vessel enters waters not approved for
operation by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, or waters disputed or sensitive
by relevant countries, the vessel position monitoring system will issue a boundary
crossing alarm. The Distant-Water Fisheries Association shall immediately report to the
relevant provincial fisheries authorities and the Fisheries and Fishery Administration
Bureau of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, and notify the relevant
enterprises to provide an explanation to their respective provincial fisheries authorities
within 24 hours. The provincial fisheries authorities shall investigate the relevant
circumstances and report the investigation results and proposed handling to the Fisheries
and Fishery Administration Bureau of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs.

Article 22 When a distant-water fishing vessel is navigating normally through the
exclusive economic zone (EEZ) of a relevant country or outside the jurisdiction of a
country where it is not authorized to operate, the relevant enterprise shall report to the
distant-water fisheries association in advance to avoid the vessel position monitoring
system issuing early warning or alarm information.

Article 23  Fishing vessels that fail to implement vessel position monitoring in
accordance with these Measures shall not engage in distant-water fishing production, and
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs shall not approve or confirm their distant-
water fishing projects.

Article 24 The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs shall conduct an annual
review of the status of the vessel position reports of ocean-going fishing vessels included
in the vessel position monitoring system.



Article 25 The number of days a fishing vessel can be monitored annually is the
basis for calculating policy-based subsidies for fishing vessels. The number of days a
fishing vessel can be monitored annually refers to the total number of days in a year that a
fishing vessel can report its position as required by these Measures.

Article 26  For ocean-going fishing vessels that are unable to automatically report
their position due to equipment malfunction, the cumulative number of days for manually
reporting their position throughout the year shall not exceed 30 days. Days exceeding 30
days shall not be counted towards the number of days available for monitoring. During
periods of equipment malfunction, failure to manually report the position as required by
Article 12 shall not be counted towards the number of days available for monitoring.

Article 27 Anyone who moves, dismantles, closes, or damages vessel position
monitoring equipment without authorization, or intentionally falsifies or alters the
registration information of a fishing vessel without authorization, shall have the relevant
policy subsidies for that fishing vessel deducted for the current year.

Article 28 The costs of purchasing, installing, and maintaining vessel position
monitoring equipment for ocean-going fishing vessels, as well as the costs of daily
position reporting at the frequency stipulated by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Affairs, shall be borne by the fishing enterprises. The Ocean-going Fisheries Association
shall provide relevant coordination services to reduce enterprise costs. The costs of
additionally retrieving vessel positions for management purposes shall be borne by the

retrieving unit.
Chapter Six Other Matters

Article 29 No unit, enterprise or individual may add to, subtract from, tamper with
or delete the original data of the ship's position. Violators will be held accountable in
accordance with relevant laws and regulations.

Article 30  The vessel position data of the distant-water fishing vessel position
monitoring system belongs to the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs. Relevant
units shall adhere to the principles of data security and confidentiality in their monitoring
work and shall not provide or use the data to external parties without approval. Distant-
water fishing associations shall take measures to ensure the security of vessel position
data, promptly implement protective measures such as classification, registration, and
evaluation of the system, properly store vessel position data for the past five years, and
report it to the Fisheries and Fishery Administration Bureau of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Affairs for record-keeping. Provincial-level fisheries authorities
may access the vessel position data of distant-water fishing vessels within their
jurisdiction. Distant-water fishing enterprises may access the vessel position data of
fishing vessels operating distant-water fishing projects within their own jurisdiction.

Article 31 If a regional fisheries management organization to which China is a
party or a fishing country implements stricter vessel position monitoring management
measures, then China's ocean-going fishing vessels shall comply with and implement the



management measures of that regional fisheries management organization or the fishing
country regarding vessel monitoring.

Article 32  This regulation shall come into effect on January 1, 2020. The
"Measures for the Management of Monitoring the Positions of Ocean-going Fishing
Vessels" (Agricultural Office Fishery [2014] No. 58) issued by the General Office of the
Ministry of Agriculture on October 27,2014, shall be repealed simultaneously.



