Rucalhue Power Plant in Chile:
Chinese Company Challenges
Communities and
Environmental Authorities

to Go Ahead with
Hydroelectric Project
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n the last week of April 2023, Rucalhue Energia Spa—a

company owned by China International Water & Electric, a

subsidiary of the multinational China Three Gorges Corpo-
ration—had a setback in the hydroelectric project it intends to
develop in the town of Rucalhue, located in the Biobio province in
Chile.

The Santiago Court of Appeals issued its verdict on an appeal for
legal protection filed by the company against Corporacion Nacio-
nal Forestal (CONAF). The Chinese private equity firm sought to
undermine CONAF’s decision not to declare the hydroelectric project as of
national interest because it would affect the Biobio River. The request for the
project to be recognized as of “national interest” justified—according to the
company —the felling of native forest species such as Naranjillo and Guindo
Santo, both endemic species of Chile, classified as vulnerable in the register
of protected species. Nevertheless, the company itself states in its protection
appeal that “felling is essential for the project, and its development cannot
continue without it”.

ALY
e-_(, Diego de Robles y Pampite Esquina, e Teléfono: (+593) 2 602 2078
\B=. Edificio Impagto. Quito-Ecuador e Email: info@latsustentable.org
it f‘) e Web: http://latsustentable.org










